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CHRISTMAS 
IN THE PARK 2025 

For a first-time event, it was a huge success 
and can only get better from here. I’ll be 
making this an annual event for as long as 
I’m the Community Co-ordinator. Seeing so 
many happy children and families made it 
all so worthwhile.

A huge thank you to all the community 
groups who took part, and to our amazing 
local businesses who helped make the day 
extra special, including Phill Cottle (our man 
in red), Central House Movers, and South 
Taranaki Vet Services, to name just a few. 

Happy New Year, Bulls whānau!

As we welcome 2026, I want to say a huge thank you to everyone who continues to support, show up, 
and be part of what makes our community so special. I’m incredibly grateful to our wonderful funders, 
volunteers, community groups, local businesses and the Rangitīkei District Council who support the 
trust; none of this could happen without you.

The Bulls & District Community Trust has another exciting year ahead, with plenty happening in Bulls, 
here’s what’s on the cards for 2026:

Wear-a-Bull Arts        Art 4 Arts Sake         Rose & Flower Show
Men’s Health initiatives       Shocking Pink Fundraiser       Daffodil Day

Fest-a-Bull        Youth Club       Hip Hop      DnD
River Walk       Food Pantry        Community Workshops      Bulls Christmas Celebrations

(And probably a few things I’ve forgotten right now)

Thank you for continuing to back these Kaupapa, support one another, and help make Bulls such a 
vibrant, caring place to live. I can’t wait to see what we achieve together this year. Please reach out if 
you want to know more or be a part of the Mahi.

YOU HERD IT HERE



An extra-large thank you to Rebecca and Hamish from Ohakea NZDF for making Santa’s grand 
entrance one to remember.

A special shout-out to our very talented Tamariki who shared their music and dance performances, your 
energy and confidence truly lit up the park and added something special to the day.

Events like this don’t happen without incredible community support, and Bulls should be very proud 
of what we achieved together. I’m already looking forward to making Bulls Christmas in the Park even 
bigger and better next year.

Wishing you all a happy, healthy, and community-filled 2026 
Your Community Co-ordinator – Heidi



YOU HERD IT HERE

 

Hi everyone

A few weeks ago, we said good bye to Chris and Jenny and 
thanked them for their long service to the local community. 
We wish them joy, health and prosperity in their retired life. 

We are currently open six days (Wed to Mon) from 8:30am to 2 pm. Once  we complete our staff recruitment, we will be 
open seven days for extended hours.

Looking forward to serving you with some new exciting additions in our menu, extended business hours and special 
discounts for people in uniform and Gold Card holders.

Zulfiqar Butt
Managing Partner of Mint Cafe in Bulls                Rangitikei Junction, State Highway 1, Bulls

 
 
At The Foundry Gymnasium & Fitness Centre, our mission is to forge stronger bodies, 
sharper minds, and a more connected community. 
 
Veteran owned and operated, and led by a professional bodybuilder Head Coach and a team 
of experienced personal trainers, we combine discipline, expertise, and genuine care to 
create an environment where every member can thrive — from first-time gym-goers to 
champion athletes. 
 
We welcome all ages and abilities, empowering teenagers, adults, and veterans alike to 
build confidence, resilience, and a winner’s mindset. Through expert coaching, inclusive 
support, and a culture of accountability and respect, we aim to: 
 

• Transform the health and wellness of our members 
• Develop champion athletes on and off the gym floor 
• Positively impact our town, one individual at a time 

 
Opening later in 2026, we’re breathing new life into the old Town Hall, where we aim to 
become the healthy heart of the Bulls community. 
 
At The Foundry, you’re not just lifting weights — you’re shaping your future and 
strengthening the community around you. 
 

foundrygymbulls@outlook.com  @foundry_gym_bulls The Foundry Gym 

Gym & Fitness Centre  
opening in Bulls in 2026 
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DO-A-BULLS IN AND AROUND BULLS

EVENT CALENDAR
DO-A-BULLS IN AND AROUND BULLS

FEBRUARY
Early Feb – RANGITĪKEI SHEARING SPORTS                              
28th – FEST-A-BULL, BULLS

MARCH 
6th to 8th – CAMPFEST BULLS
21st – RANGITĪKEI ADVENTURE RACE 
North Island Secondary Schools Champs, Ticketed
28th & 29th – BULLS MODEL RAILWAY SHOW, Bulls Scout Hall
Sat 10am to 4pm, Sun 10am to 3pm

APRIL
3rd to 5th – BULLS RUGBY CLUB 150TH CELEBRATION
11th – TAIHAPE GUMBOOT DAY
12th – MARTON HARVEST FESTIVAL 
12th – PEDAL 4 PLEASURE 
Late April – SUZUKI EXTREME 4X4 CHALLENGE

AUGUST 
Mid Aug – WEAR-A-BULL ARTS FESTIVAL, Ticketed
TBA – RANGITIKEI TOUGH KIDS
TBA – BULLS JUNIOR RUGBY TOURNAMENT

BOOK NEWS
An entertaining history of rural life in Aotearoa, told through artifacts, gadgets 
and ephemera that tell a story that goes deeper than the objects themselves. 
The most fun you'll ever have learning about rural life in New Zealand. Told 
with Te Radar's trademark laconic Kiwi humour, each story will surprise you 
as a picture builds that is so much more than the sum of the parts.

KIWI COUNTRY – RURAL NEW ZEALAND IN 100 OBJECTS
TE RADAR & RUTH SPENCER, RRP $39.99



BULLS & 
DISTRICT 

FRIENDSHIP 
CLUB

WE START FOR THE 
NEW YEAR ON 

FRIDAY 23RD JAN
We meet every Friday in our 
hall on the corner of Daniell and 
High Streets. All ages welcome.

Our doors open at 1pm. Start 
time is 1.45pm.  Entertainment 
starts at 2pm with afternoon 
tea to follow. 

We also have lovely raffles and a 
sales table to enjoy.

Our committee meets the 
2nd Tuesday of each month at 
1.30pm.

We always enjoy the friendship 
of our members and love having 
the entertainers each week who 
always lift our spirits. We go 
home after a most enjoyable 
afternoon looking forward to 
the next get together every 
Friday.

Come along and enjoy great 
company and entertaining and 
the lovely afternoon tea.

Take Care everyone
Kay O’Brien - 027 471 0889

BULLS BOWLING 
CLUB

HOUSIE
7pm Sharp.  

Every two weeks.
All welcome. Supper provided  

DEADLINE FOR ADVERTISING AND ARTICLES FOR THE MARCH ISSUE 
IS 5PM FEBRUARY 23RD

DO-A-BULLS IN AND AROUND BULLS



PANUI HAUORA - COMMUNITY HEALTH NEWS

BULLS MEDICAL CENTRE IS OPEN EVERY SATURDAY 8AM TO 11.45AM 
FOR EMERGENCIES ONLY.  PLEASE PHONE US ON 06 322 1222

HAPPY NEW YEAR  
This year we have a new member of staff Dr Susan 
Phillips joining our team. 

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS
The surgery has grown quite a bit.  Please be kind 
and understanding if we cannot give an appoint-
ment on the same day.

MANAGEMYHEALTH
As you may be aware that there was a cyber-attack 
on Managemyhealth.  The current system environ-
ment has been confirmed as secure and operating 
as intended.  Access to your account is safe. You are 
still available to use MMH for all appointments, 
scripts and advice.

CERVICAL SCREENING
Protect your health.  Get your cervical screening.  
It’s a quick and simple way to check for changes 
that could lead to cervical cancer.  Regular screen-
ing saves lives.  Talk to your Doctor or nurse today 
to book your appointment. Your health matters.

DON’T WAIT VACCINATE! 
PROTECT YOURSELF AND YOUR COMMUNITY
As the seasons change, its crucial to protect your-
self and loved ones from preventable illnesses. 
Stay warm and look after yourself.

CALLING LADIES DUE FOR 
CERVICAL SCREENING

We have a clinic on Saturday 7th March 
8.15 to 11.45am

Ring and make your appointment 
with our reception team.  

Phone: 06 322 1222

BULLS MEDICAL CENTRE



PANUI HAUORA - COMMUNITY HEALTH NEWS

Heidi Raikes 
P 06 345 1799   M 021 0273 2901

WOULD YOU LIKE MORE COMPANY?   
DO YOU HAVE AN HOUR TO GIVE 

PER WEEK OR FORTNIGHT?
Are you over 65 and enjoy some company.  We 
connect older people with caring volunteers for 
regular, friendly home visits.  Our volunteer 
visitors come for a chat, a cuppa, shared interests 
and friendly connection.

If you are warm, friendly, a good listener, and can 
offer around one hour a week – you could make a 
real difference in an older person’s life.  Our 
volunteers and 18 and over, carefully chosen, 
trained and Police vetted.

The Visiting Service is available in Marton, Bulls, 
Hunterville, Raetihi and Ohakune.  For more 
information please contact Heidi on the numbers 
below.

Thank you to Lamberts Business Systems for supplying 
all printing solutions for the 
Bulls and District 
Community Trust

WE RESTART ON 4TH FEBRUARY

 
 

 
Would you like more company? or do you have an 

hour to give per week/ fortnight? 
 
 

Are you over 65 and would enjoy some company- Age Concern Whanganui’s 
Visiting Service connects older people with caring volunteers for regular, 

friendly home visits.  a weekly visit can be something special to look forward to. 
Our volunteer visitors come for a chat, a cuppa, shared interests, and friendly 

connection. 
 
 

Volunteering as a visitor for Age Concern- If you’re warm, friendly, a good 
listener, and can offer around one hour a week, you could make a real 

difference in an older person’s life. Our volunteers are 18 and over, carefully 
chosen, trained, and police vetted. 

 
The Visiting Service is available in Marton, Bulls, Hunterville, Raetihi, and 

Ohakune. 
 
 

If you would like to know more, please contact 
 
 

Heidi Raikes | Visiting Service Coordinator 
Age Concern Whanganui 

164 St Hill Street Whanganui, 4500, NEW ZEALAND 
P 06 345 1799 

 
 



Come and discover for
yourself  the difference

that Kindergarten 
makes.  We would love 
to show you and your 

tamariki around.

Phone: 06 322 1466
Mobile: 021 0829 6132
Email: bulls@rka.org.nz

Or pop in and see the team 
at 30 Wilson Street, Bulls



CLIFTON 
SCHOOL

Happy New Year to you all.  
Here at Clifton we are all looking forward to a great year 
and being involved with many of you once again.

Last year ended so well and on a high, especially with the Christmas in the Domain so ably 
organised by Heidi and her team. This was a great day and lots of fun for everyone.

If you are ever interested in what we do here at Clifton then please don't hesitate to come and 
have a look. Our doors are always open and we welcome you at anytime. 

2026 will be an exciting year and we are looking forward to sharing with you all the ins and outs 
of what we are doing.  Towards the end of this year we will be walking the streets once again with 
the Easter Buns and I am sure that we will see you then if not before.

Have a wonderful start to the year and lets hope this weather clears up and gives 
us a little more summer.

Ngā Mihi
Adrian Burn  
Clifton School Tumuaki.  principal@clifton.school.nz





-HAPORI WHANUI - COMMUNITY GROUPS-

Rangitikei  District Council
Pub Charity Lotteries

Whanganui Community Foundation 
Catalytic  Foundation

Dudding’s Trust, COG’s and DIA

THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDERS FOR THEIR 
ONGOING SUPPORT FOR THE BULL-IT-INN 

NEWSLETTER AND BULLS COMMUNITY EVENTS

To book your appointment 
Phone Leanne on 027 588 8166  

or email rangitikeifootcare@gmail.com

Do you battle cutting your thick toe nails! 
Let me come to you and help you 

with your nails

RANGITIKEI FOOTCARE 

• Precise safe trimming
• Hygienic tools and Technique 
  Sterilized equipment
• $45

Learning meditation we can find so many wonderful 
solutions and answers to problems we all face.
Amitabha Kadampa Meditation Centre presents 
Buddha's teachings in a way they can be easily 
integrated into busy modern life.
Everyone is welcome. We suggest a donation of $7

Our small friendly group 
meets at 7 to 8pm 

every Monday evening at the 
Parish of Our Lady of Grace

10 Daniell St, Bulls
Starting again on 2nd March 2026

AMITABHA KADAMPA MEDITATION CENTRE 

FREE LEGAL ADVICE - BULLS

Matapihi Bulls Community Centre     
Criterion Street, Bulls

To book a one hour appointment 
call 06 348 8288 

or email claw@claw.co.nz

Held on the 3rd Thursday 
of every month from 
12 midday to 4pm.

Appointments at 
12pm, 1pm

 2pm and 3pm

ALL ARE WELCOME!
If you have any donations please 

call Annabel on 027 448 3777 
or email: office@bulls.kiwi

THE BULLS FOOD PANTRY
St James Presbyterian Church 

Hall on Daniell Street



-HAPORI WHANUI - COMMUNITY GROUPS-
-HAPORI WHANUI - COMMUNITY GROUPS

ST ANDREWS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
198 BRIDGE ST

FOR ENQUIRIES CONTACT MARGARET ROBINSON 
ON 021 0222 8626

SOUTH RANGITIKEI DOG TRAINING CLUB

ST ANDREWS IN BULLS
Invites everyone to join us for a 

Eucharist Service
on the first Sunday of every month 

starting from 1st February 2026 
from 9.30am to 10.30am.  

Our new term will start on the 3rd of February at 5.30pm at 
our grounds in the Bulls Domain. We do a lot of socialising and 
teach the dogs the main commands. Everyone welcome. 

Refreshments to follow

Contact: admin@bullstoylibrary.co.nz.  FB: @Bullstoylibrary
St Andrews Anglican Church Hall, 198 Bridge Street, Bulls.  Hours: Tues 3pm to 5pm and Sat 9:30am to11:30am
Why join us? Play is really important! Playing is the foundation of learning for children. 

MEMBERSHIP
12 months, 4 toys - $75, 12 months, 6 toys - $90, 12 months, 8 toys - $105 
6 months, 4 toys - $45, Fortnightly casual, 4 toys - $10
You may borrow up to 3 games or puzzles on top of your toy allowance

SIGN UP ONLINE 
bullstoylibrary.setls.com.auThe Bulls Toy Library

Leaders and Adult Helpers 
over 18 years 

are always welcome 
(Police vetting is required for youth safety)

Phone: Lynell on 027 431 2184        
Email: bulls@group.scouts.nz

BULLS 
SCOUT GROUP



-HAPORI WHANUI - COMMUNITY GROUPS-

WELCOME TO THE BULLS RSA 
55 High Street, Bulls.  New members are always welcome.  
Come on in and have a look around.  Annual Subscription is $40. 
Our opening hours are as follows: Mon closed except for Public Holidays.  
Tues-Wed-Thurs 4pm till close.  Fri from 3pm.  Open Sat & Sun from 2.30pm

Our low membership fee of $40 gives you the following benefits:
– Monthly birthday draw: put your names into the container, if it’s your name drawn a $30 bar tab is 
loaded to your membership card.  Membership Draw: Fri nights between 6.15 and 6.30pm.   A second 
draw on Sat nights between 4pm and 6pm.
Access to all affiliated clubs in NZ – Courtesy Van available – Karaoke the last Fri of the month                                      

RSA COURTESY VAN 
Available.  

Donations welcome to 
help with the upkeep 

and fuel costs.

BULLS MOWER SERVICES
Josh is the face behind Bulls Mower Services, bringing skill, reliability, and local pride to every job. Eight years ago, 
Josh purchased his first home in Bulls, and since then he’s proudly called the town home.  A Bulls local who isn’t going 
anywhere.

Fully qualified in outdoor power equipment, Josh has the knowledge and hands-on experience to service, repair, and 
maintain a wide range of machinery. Whether its keeping lawns tidy, equipment running smoothly, or providing hon-
est advice, Josh is committed to delivering quality workmanship and friendly service to the community he lives in and 
loves.



www.rangitikei.govt.nz

0800 422 522 (24 hrs)  |  info@rangitikei.govt.nz  |   RangitikeiDC

Council News
FEBRUARY 2026

Youth Council - Expressions of 
Interest for 2026 
We’re looking for new Youth Councillors for 2026.
If you know a young person who is passionate 
about Rangitīkei and keen to have a say on 
decisions that affect rangatahi, Youth Council 
could be a great fit.
Applicants must be:
• Aged 15 to 24
• Live in Rangitīkei, or have a strong 

connection to Rangitīkei through 
whakapapa, schooling, work, or 
community involvement.

Applications close on Waitangi Day,  
Friday 6 February. Shortlisted applicants will 
be interviewed in February, with the new 
Youth Council announced by the end of the 
month. Apply here:  
www.rangitikei.govt.nz/youthcouncil

Community Volunteer  
Awards 2026 
Back after a three-year break, our Community 
Volunteer Awards celebrate the many 
volunteers who make a real difference to life 
in Rangitīkei.
These awards recognise contributions across 
community service, welfare, sport and 
recreation, culture, arts, and education.
Now’s the time to think about someone 
you’d love to see acknowledged for the time 
and care they give to our community.
Nominations open on Friday 6 February and 
close on Friday 13 March.
The nomination form is available on our website.
www.rangitikei.govt.nz/
communityvolunteerawards

Did you know?
There are 9,834 grants available to people and groups in Rangitīkei 
who are doing great things for our community, region, and even 
across Aotearoa. Together, these grants add up to $36.4 billion in 
funding from public, private, and charitable organisations.
If you’ve got an idea, project, or community initiative, you can search 
what funding might be available using the Rangitīkei Grant Finder 
on our website. www.rangitikei.govt.nz/ fundingopportunities

2026

Danelle Whakatihi (centre) and whānau, recognised for her 
service to Bulls Junior and Senior Sports Clubs.



“BOAST OVER TOAST”
Bragging Breakfast

Sponsored by Sponsored bySponsored by

Sponsored by
Sponsored by

We are excited to bring to you Business Rangitīkei’s first ever Bragging Breakfast
event! 

It’s time to celebrate the wins, big and small! Join us for a morning of stories and
success amongst fellow business owners from across the Rangitīkei region. 

Want to share your achievements? Talking spots are limited, with each speaker
having a two-minute time slot, so grab yours early. If you’d prefer to just listen

and mingle, come for breakfast and soak up the inspiration!

Enjoy a buffet-style breakfast including tea and coffee, and an opportunity to
network with region-wide businesses in a fun, relaxed atmosphere.

This is exclusive to paid Business Rangitīkei members – don’t miss out! Get in
touch to book your spot at info@businessrangitikei.co.nz.

Not sure if you’re a current paid member, or want to become one? Email us and
we’ll help you get set up.

19 February, 2026  7.30am - 9am

www.businessrangitikei.co.nz • info@businessrangitikei.co.nz

$27.50 per person
Station Hotel  24 High Street, Hunterville

SCAN

TO BOOK



SOUTHERN RANGITIKEI VETERINARY SERVICES LTD

Notes from our Small Animal Vets
Puppies and kittens need proper care early in life to grow into healthy, well-adjusted adults. The first
weeks are critical for development of immunity, behaviour, and social skills. Good nutrition using high-
quality, age-appropriate food supports healthy growth, while orphaned animals require suitable milk
replacers. Veterinary care, including health checks, vaccinations, and parasite control, is essential. A
warm, safe, and clean environment helps young animals feel secure. Gentle handling, positive human
interaction, and exposure to everyday sights and sounds encourage confidence and good behaviour as
they grow.

Notes from our Production Vets:
Facial eczema, fly strike, and barber’s pole worm are serious health issues affecting sheep and goats,
particularly in warm, humid conditions. Facial eczema is caused by fungal toxins in pasture that
damage the liver, leading to painful skin inflammation and permanent production losses. Fly strike
occurs when flies lay eggs on dirty or wounded areas, with maggots causing rapid, severe suffering and
possible death. Barber’s pole worm is a blood-sucking parasite that causes anaemia, weakness, and
death, especially in young animals. Prevention through pasture management, monitoring, hygiene, and
timely treatments is essential to protect animal welfare and productivity.

Notes from our Equine Vets:
We have been flat out in the equine department with all manner of things – racehorses, sales yearlings
and pre purchases in particular. Please, if you are looking at buying a horse, consider a pre purchase
examination. This gives a thorough clinical picture of the horse you are buying with a full exam of all
body systems including eyes, heart, lungs and legs. A basic two stage exam will include a trot up with
flexions and lunging, while a five stage watches the horse ridden after the trot up portion, and repeats
the exam afterwards to make sure nothing subtle arises. Additions such as xrays, endoscope and blood
tests can be included. Different levels of exam suit different needs, but a baseline check over with a two
stage is always a good idea to know that the horse you are buying is suitable for the job you want them
to do.

233 State Highway 1, Bulls & 420 Wellington Road, Marton
Email:  team@srvs.co.nz   .   Website:  www.srvs.co.nz   .   Tel:  (06) 3222 333

Monthly notes from

Puppies and Kittens

Facial Eczema, Fly Strike, and Barber’s Pole 

Pre Purchase Inspections
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DAVID WRAY AREINZ 
021 244 8034
david.wray@harcourts.co.nz

ANGELA WRAY
021 234 8034
angela.wray@harcourts.co.nz

@Teamwrayharcourts @teamwray.harcourts

REDEFINING REAL ESTATE ALL OVER
RANGITIKEI AND MANAWATU!





-

Chris  -  020 409 71087  -  everflowplumbingandgas@gmail.com




